
Political Committees
Political committees registered with the 
Federal Election Commission that give 

directly to candidates can receive limited 
contributions from donors and other 
committees. They must disclose their 

donors and expenditures.

The Super PAC emerged out of 
two 2010 court cases and 
became a vehicle for unlimited 
political donations in that year’s 
mid-term elections. The 
committees are becoming even 
larger players this election cycle, 
aligning with individual candidates 
and providing millions of dollars in 
outside support. Some of them 
are connected to non-profit 
groups, which do not have to 
disclose their donors.

Super PACs
Super PACs are 

F.E.C-registered political 
committees that can 
receive unlimited 

contributions and support 
or oppose candidates in 
ads, but cannot give 

money to candidates 
directly. They must 

disclose their donors, but 
they can accept 

contributions from 
non-profits, which do not 
have to disclose them.

Party 
Committees

Official extensions of 
political parties that donate 
to campaigns and advertise 
for or against candidates.

EXAMPLES

R.N.C. AND D.N.C.

Federal PACs

Donate to campaigns and 
run ads. There are more than 
4,000 PACs in the U.S., often 
made up of employees of a 
company, members of an 

association, or an interest group.

EXAMPLES

PLANNED PARENTHOOD

AT&T INC.

Leadership PACs

Established by a candidate 
or officeholder to give money 

to other candidates in return for 
political clout. Also frequently 

used for non-campaign activities. 

EXAMPLE

FREEDOM PROJECT  Speaker 
John A. Boehner’s 

fundraising 
committee.

Non-Profits
Non-profits under section 501(c) of the 

tax code (excluding 501(c)(3) charities) may 
raise and spend unlimited amounts of money on 
ads and other activities, providing that less than 

half of their activities are political. They do not have 
to disclose their donors.

EXAMPLES

AMERICANS FOR PROSPERITY  
Pro-Tea Party group founded and 

financed in part by billionaire 
brothers David and Charles Koch.

Aligned With Issues

Super PACs focus on candidates 
that support certain values, like fiscal 

conservatism or abortion rights. Though 
they may primarily support candidates from 

one party, they may support or oppose 
candidates in that party’s primaries. 

EXAMPLES

FREEDOMWORKS  The Tea Party-linked 
conservative group led by former House 

Majority Leader Dick Armey is planning to 
raise $20 million from small donors to 

elect fiscal conservatives.

CLUB FOR GROWTH ACTION

WOMEN VOTE!

Aligned With Candidates

Often founded by former aides to 
candidates and supported by top donors. 

While they cannot coordinate details of their 
ad buys or other spending with the candidates, 

they can maintain close ties.

EXAMPLES

MAKE US GREAT AGAIN  Supporting Rick Perry 
and founded by Mike Toomey, his former 
chief of staff. It plans to raise $55 million.

PRIORITIES USA ACTION  
Supporting Barack Obama.

RESTORE OUR FUTURE  
Supporting Mitt Romney.

Candidates

Money raised by a 
candidate’s campaign 

committee is used for everything 
from travel and food to 

consultants and advertising.

EXAMPLE

  MITT ROMNEY  
Has raised $32 
million this     

  year.

Aligned With Parties

Serve as de facto party 
committees. They focus on electing party 

members in presidential and Congressional 
races, but largely stay out of primaries. 

          EXAMPLES

AMERICAN CROSSROADS  Formed by 
Republican strategist Karl Rove and former 

R.N.C Chairman Ed Gillespie. The group was 
the biggest outside spender in the 2010 
election and plans to raise $240 million

 in 2012 to defeat Congressional 
Democrats and President Obama.

HOUSE MAJORITY PAC AND MAJORITY PAC  Both 
support Congressional Democrats.

CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP FUND  
Supports Congressional 

Republicans.

Individuals can give
$2,500 per election

Individuals can give
$30,800 per year

Individuals can give
$5,000 per year

Sources: Campaign Legal Center; Center for Responsive Politics; Federal Election Commission. Note: Individuals giving to political committees are also bound by two-year limits on contributions. ALICIA PARLAPIANO, KEVIN QUEALY AND LISA WAANANEN/THE NEW YORK TIMES 

Individuals, corporations 
and unions can give an 
unlimited amount

Individuals, corporations and 
unions can give an unlimited 
amount without being disclosed
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Restore Our Future 
fundraiser but left 
before spending 
plans — which he 
is not allowed to 
coordinate on — 
were discussed.
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Non-profits can give unlimited 
funds to Super PACs. Some are 
set up as connected organiza-
tions, and there is concern 
among watchdog groups that 
they can provide a way for 
undisclosed funds to funnel to 
the Super PACs.
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CITIZENS FOR A GREATER AMERICA

AMERICAN ACTION NETWORK

CROSSROADS GPS

PRIORITIES USA

With New Political Committees,
Possible Channels for Unlimited,
Anonymous Donations

NEW


